Final Community Survey Results
Spring 2021
Cottage Grove Comprehensive Plan Update

In March and April 2021, the Town of Cottage Grove conducted a community survey to gather
residents’ input on the vision for the future of the Town, community planning issues most
relevant to the Comprehensive Plan update, and community priorities. The survey was
conducted using Survey Monkey — an internet survey tool. The Town used various means of
media to direct residents to the survey and received 213 responses. These responses have
been aggregated into the charts and graphs below.

Question 1: From the choices below, please provide the top three reasons why you or your
family chooses to live in the Town of Cottage Grove.

Rural atmosphere
Close to Madison
Schools

Safe

Farmland

Near friends and family
Close to work W 1streason
Close to Interstate and/or Highway 12 B 2nd reason
Easy to get around 3rd reason

\
Home prices |
Recreational resources, like parks and trails |

Property taxes |
Close to shopping and services

Close to health care
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Question 2: Do you believe the overall experience living in the Town has improved, stayed
about the same, or declined over the past ten years or so (or since you’ve lived here, if less)?
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Question 3: Can you briefly tell us why you answered the last question the way you did? This
guestion allowed open-ended responses, which were offered by 187 participants. The
following is a summary of the responses:

e Those who answered “improved” mentioned new restaurants, new schools, improved
communication from Town officials and staff to residents, increasing home values, and
increased business development while keeping taxes low as common reasons.

e Several of those who answered “stayed the same” said they have not seen much change
in the Town over the past ten years, but expressed concern over increased development
pressures from both the City of Madison and Village of Cottage Grove plus increased
traffic and crime.

e The majority of respondents who answered “declined” mentioned issues related to
greater levels of development, including more traffic, less of a rural atmosphere, crime,
and agriculture and natural areas being consumed by new subdivisions.
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Question 4: Over the past 10 years, there has been little change in the size of the Town’s
population. An average of 7 new homes per year have been built, plus some new commercial
development mostly near Highway 12/18. The Village of Cottage of Grove has grown more
quickly. Looking forward to the next 10 years, how much do you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements about future growth and preservation in the Town?

The Town of Cottage Grove
should encourage more
residential development

i

m Strongly Agree = Agree

Disagree m Strongly Disagree

= No Opinion

The Town of Cottage Grove
should encourage more
farmland preservation

\

m Strongly Agree = Agree
Disagree m Strongly Disagree

= No Opinion

The Town of Cottage Grove
should encourage more
commercial development

",

m Strongly Agree = Agree
Disagree m Strongly Disagree

= No Opinion

The Town of Cottage Grove
should encourage natural area
and open space preservation

\

m Strongly Agree = Agree

Disagree m Strongly Disagree

= No Opinion
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Question 5: Please indicate your level of concern with respect to the Town of Cottage Grove

= Not Concerned = Slightly Concerned

» Concerned = Very Concerned
® No Opinion
Increased Town Development of Conflicts between
population farmland farming and housing

Loss of natural areas Increased road Increased costs of Town
and open space traffic government services

Increased development Increased development Accessibility of Town

pressure from Madison pressure from Village staff and officials
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Question 6: As the Town considers future residential and commercial development proposals,
what should its highest priorities be in evaluating such proposals? Please check all that apply.

Natural area preservation

Impact of development on neighboring farmers
and farmsteads

Managing traffic impacts

Reserving lands for parks and recreation

Landowner rights

Stormwater management

Use of farmland to accommodate such
development

Increasing property values

Achieving good building design and landscaping

Impact on intergovernmental relationships

Creating jobs

Other (please list)

Increasing housing options
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Question 7: New residential lot sizes in the Town vary based on whether the lot is in an area
that the Town has planned for agricultural preservation or neighborhood (subdivision)
development. In the Agricultural Preservation Area, minimum lot size is currently ; acre and
maximum lot size is 2 acres. In the Neighborhood Development Area, minimum lot size is
currently % acre and maximum lot size is 1 acre. With this information do you think minimum
and maximum lot sizes should be smaller, larger, or stay the same?

Agricultural Preservation Area Agricultural Preservation Area
MINIMUM residential lot size MAXIMUM residential lot size
(currently % acre) (currently 2 acres)
160 120
140 100
120
100 80
80 60
60 40
40
. |
0 0
Smaller Stay the same Larger Smaller Stay the same Larger
Neighborhood Development Neighborhood Development
Area MINIMUM residential lot Area MAXIMUM residential
size (currently % acre) lot size (currently 1 acre)
160 140
140 120
120 100
100
80
80
60
60
: l . I
20 20
, mm , 1
Smaller Stay the same Larger Smaller Stay the same Larger



Final Community Survey Results
Spring 2021
Cottage Grove Comprehensive Plan Update

Question 8: The map below generally divides the Town of Cottage Grove into six different
geographic areas. Over the next 10 years, which of the listed land uses in the table below the
map do you think the Town should accommodate in each mapped area? You may select more
than one use for each area.
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Residential subdivisions m Commercial development
» Farmland with limited housing = Natural areas and open space

= No opinion

Area l Area 2 Area 3

Area 4 Area 5 Area 6
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Question 9: Over the next decade, the Town will likely continue to have development
pressure from, and annexations to, adjacent municipalities. Which approach or approaches
do you think the Town should take to deal with this pressure? Check all that apply.

Allow more housing and commercial
development in the Town near municipal
boundaries in an attempt to impede municipal
annexation and expansion.

Pursue boundary agreements with adjacent
municipalities, which would likely allow
annexation of some lands in the Town over the
following 10 to 20 years, but not other lands.

Start a program in which the Town would
allocate local funds and seek grants to purchase
development rights from Town landowners near
adjacent municipalities, recognizing that higher

Town costs will result.

Encourage Town landowners near adjacent
municipalities to transfer their development
rights to other properties in the Town, thereby
restricting their land from development and

resulting in more housing elsewhere in the...

Provide utility services in the Town, such as
sanitary sewer, to limit the appeal of
annexation, recognizing that higher Town costs
will result.

Do nothing.
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Question 10: Do you live in the Town of Cottage Grove?

225
200
175
150
125
100

75

50

25

Yes No, but | own property in the No, plus | do not own property
Town in the Town

Question 11: How long have you lived within the Town of Cottage Grove?
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Question 12: If there are children living in your household, what are their ages? Check all that
apply. Please include children who live with you part-time.

No children under 18 years old || NN
One or more children ages 0 to 4 years old ||
One or more children ages 5 to 10 years old || GG
One or more children ages 11 to 14 years old |||}
One or more children ages 15 to 18 years old -
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

[Approximately 36% of respondents to the survey stated their household has children under 18
years old. This figure is higher than the 24% of households in the Town with children reported
in the U. S. Census Bureau’s 2019 American Community Survey (ACS).]

Question 13: What is your age?
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0-18 yearsold 19-29 years old 30-39 years old 40-49 years old 50-64 years old 65+ years old

[The average age is 53.6 years old. This is higher than the median age of the Town according to
the 2019 ACS, which was 47.4 years old. However, since survey respondents included no
children, the ages of respondents were actually representative of adults in the Town.]
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Question 14: Please share any other comments related to the future of the Town of Cottage
Grove that you would like considered as part of the Comprehensive Plan update process. For
example, are there things you would like to see more of or less of in the Town over the next
10 or so years? This question allowed open-ended responses, which 134 respondents offered.
Common responses are summarized as follows:

Many respondents desired to preserve as much agricultural, woodland, park space, and
open space lands as possible. There was some interest in expanding the bike path
system to the Village of Cottage Grove and City of Madison.

Many respondents reiterated previous concerns about too much growth and
development and that the Town is losing its rural atmosphere and feel.

Many respondents stated that boundary agreements should be put in place with the
City of Madison and Village of Cottage Grove to limit as much land as possible from
being annexed into these two municipalities, especially the City.

Many also expressed a realization that growth will likely happen, but with a common
desire that the Town put plans in place to protect most of the rural areas of the Town
while directing development to targeted areas.

Some respondents recognized the benefits increased development brings to the Town,
such as increased or new services, higher home values, more opportunities for
recreation, restaurants, and shopping.

Several respondents mentioned that if residential growth needs to happen, they
preferred single-family homes in residential subdivisions with larger lot sizes (e.g., 3-5
acres), which they considered more in line with the rural aesthetic.
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